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We might be almost two years away from ISISA 2020, but we 

are already forging full steam ahead with plans. We have 

ordered icebergs for June 22-26, 2020 and extended an 

invitation to the whales and capelin. Now we are asking you to 

save those dates too and join us in St. John's, Newfoundland 

for the 17th Islands of the World Conference. 

  

Newfoundland, like many islands, is a place of storytellers, so 

it seemed natural that the ISISA 2020 conference should be 

built around the notions of storytelling and sharing of 

knowledge. At a time when islands are at the forefront of 

challenges facing the planet, from human migrations to climate 

change, we are determined to bring together islanders and 

island scholars to share lessons, solutions, and stories from 

their islands. 

  

 EDITORIAL  
This issue starts off with a teaser 

about the 17th Islands of the 

World ISISA conference in St. 

Johnôs Newfoundland, Canada 

in 2020. 

 

There are couple of interesting 

photo essays for your to enjoy. 

Lots of other island news and 

articles to read. 

 

Remember that the Newsletter is 

only what you make it. We 

encourage anyone who has 

something to say, or share about 

Islands, Island Studies or Book 

Reviews about Islands, to send 

them over to me for the next 

issue. 

 
Kindly send over material for the 

July 2019 Newsletter by not later 

than June 15, 2019.  
 

Thank you for your continued 

support and contributions. 

 

Anna Baldacchino 

Newsletter Editor 

abaldacchino59@gmail.com 

 

mailto:abaldacchino59@gmail.com
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In the coming weeks, we will launch a call for abstracts for the conference, and a call for 

participation in the various organizing committees. In the meantime, plan to be in St. John's, 

Newfoundland, Canada between June 22-26, 2020. The icebergs should be here to welcome you. 

 

We have a hold-the-date page up for the ISISA 2020 conference in St. 

Johnôs: https://www.mun.ca/wearehere/isisa.php 

 
 BOJAN FÜRST  

 

 

 

A cry for help from Brazil to ISISA  Members  

 
A new political scenario in Brazil is about to unfold. 

Our country has reached a risky new era in a 

developmental paradigm. Even though islands are 

not among our most discussed topics when it comes 

to sustainability, compared to other regions around 

the globe our biomes and remaining First Nations 

territories are truly precious for humanity. The 

controversial authoritarian stance adopted by our 

recently elected president along with a huge group 

of legislative chairs could lead to the devastation of 

large ecosystems. A scenario like this can cause an even higher social impact in an 

underdeveloped country like Brazil. Even though the Federal Environmental Department has led 

a precarious existence over the years, it is now to be subordinated to the Agriculture Department. 

 

Many scientists, educators, lawyers, public servers, activists, and citizens are calling for 

international networksô sensibilities and transversal fronts of action ï science, diplomacy, policy 

and trade ï to generate any kind of resistance and confrontation against potential threats posed 

by the agenda of the new President of Brazil. Minorities (First Nations, quilombolas, traditional 

fisheries) and also Nature Resources are in danger as from January 1st 2019. By now, in our 

Universities, censorship is gaining ground. All kinds of support and attention are needed. Watch 

out for us. 

 

DANIEL TELLES 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mun.ca/wearehere/isisa.php
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Gidicho Island 

Editorôs Note: We donôt hear much about lake islands or African islands, so this short article is 

quite a treat.  
 

Gidicho is the name of the largest island on Lake Abaya1 Sava (2011), situated in Mirab 

Abaya woreda (district), Gamo Gofa zone, Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples Region 

(SNNPR) of Ethiopia. According to Hirut (2004), there are twenty-one other islands on the lake. 

Gidicho is home to two ethnic groups: The Bayso and Haro. The Bayso are dominant and have 

marginalized the Haro because the latter consume hippo meat. Economically, the Haro earn their 

living by hunting hippo and fishing. There are three villages on Gidicho: Shigma in the north, 

Bayso in the south and Haro on the eastern shore. The former two villages belong to the Bayso 

community, while the latter to the Haro (Epple and Braukmann, 2014). 

 

                                             Plate I:  Major Lakes and Rivers of Ethiopia 

 

                                                           
1This lake was named Lake Margherita by the Italian explorer Vittorio Bottego, the first European to visit the lake, to 

honor the wife of King Umberto I of Italy, Queen Margherita. This name appears in older publications, but it is no 

longer in use. Lake Abaya is 60 km long and 20 km wide, with a surface area of 1160 km2. It has a maximum depth 

of 13 meters and is at an elevation of 1,268 meters and this make it the largest rift valley lake in Africa.  Details at: 

www.rippleethiopia.org  

http://www.rippleethiopia.org/
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                                                              Source: Google Dec. 2018 

 

                                                       Plate II: Lake Abaya and Gidicho Island 

 

                                                            

Source: Google Earth, 2018 

 

Gidicho Island 

             Lake Abaya 

Some points about Gidicho Island 

V Area: 32 km2 (estimated) 

V 3 villages 

V Two minority groups: Haro and 

Bayso 

V Most dwellers have migrated to the 

south-west of the lake due to 

environmental degradation 

V One elementary school, but no 

health centre, no potable water, no 

government agency é. 

V Totally at risk of losing their 

cultural environment and cultural 

identity 

 

Basic facts about Lake Abaya 

V Max. length 60km 

V Max. width 20km 

V Surface area 1,162 km2 

V Average depth 7.1m 

V Max. depth 13.1m 

V Water volume 8.2km3 

V Surface elevation 

1,175m 

V Includes 21 small islands 
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Plate III: The three villages on Gidicho Island 

 

                                                              Source: Google Earth 2018 

The óBaysoô language belongs to the Cushitic sub family (Hirut, 2004). However, most 

Bayso are multilingual: they speak óBaysoô as their mother tongue; Amharic, which is the working 

language of the country; Oromifa and Welaytigna. The Bayso population has been estimated to be 

5,490, of which 2,760 (50.3%) are female and 2,730 (49.7%) are male (Population Census 

Commission, 2007). They are one of the five ethnic groups in Gamo Gofa Zone. Consequently, 

they have representation at both regional and federal levels (Gamo Gofa Zone Culture and 

Tourism, 2004). 

Descriptions of the islands of Lake Abaya and their inhabitants began with the travel 

accounts of Lamberto Vannutelli and Carlo Citerni, members of the Bottegoôs expedition into this 

territory in 1896 (Corbett and Hayward, 1986). In 1902, Oscar Neumann also reported the presence 

of a people called Gidicho on an island in the northeastern quadrant of Lake Abaya in the Rift 

Valley of southern Ethiopia. Neumann mentioned that the Gidicho looked like the Somali and 

spoke a language much of whose vocabulary was intelligible to the Somali (Neumann, 1902). 

Researchers and practitioners of different disciplines began to conduct research on the people of 

Gidicho Island only since the 1960s.  

The physical environment of Gidicho consists of dry and rocky land with a hot climate, 

where the hills are covered by thorny bushes, pinch and cactus trees. Amazingly, there are no wild 

Haro 

Bayso 

Shigma 



6 
 

animals on the island. Dwellers sustain their life by herding and producing maize, sorghum, 

pumpkin and cotton, on the coast of the lake, as well as apiculture. Lake Abaya is known for its 

fish varieties, including the Nile perch; however, the Bayso made fish part of their diet only 

recently, because, eating fish was taboo in their culture (Epple, 2016). 

Plate IV: Barren and rocky land of the Bayso village (Gidicho Island) 

 

Source: Photograph taken during fieldwork, December 2011. 

The Bayso are proud of their cultural traditions, norms and values, such as their indigenous 

administrative and belief system (wono), rituals of purification, marriage, and their material culture 

(for instance, the construction of indigenous boats).  However, nowadays, the Bayso are forced to 

give up much of their cultural traditions, as rituals and religious ceremonies demand the 

slaughtering of animals (mainly oxen and goats), which were more abundant in the past, but not 

anymore because of environmental degradation and the resultant shortage of grazing land. Now, 

their animal stock has dwindled tremendously. What is more, the Bayso ï particularly those living 

on the island ï are heavily disadvantaged in terms of infrastructural development: there is just one 

elementary school, built during the reign of Emperor Haile Selassie in the 1970s. They have 

nothing else (Eshetu, 2012).   

Eshetu Fekadu 

PhD candidate, Department of Social Anthropology 

Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia 

Email: eshetufekadu@gmail.com 
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Fogo Island, Canada 
Maggie Henry was born on Fogo Island (NL) and grew up in Petite Riviere (NS) and Canberra 

(ACT, Australia). She now resides in Charlottetown (PE) and is a student in the MAIS Island 

Tourism program at UPEI. Maggie wanted to share with us some photos taken during her last 

trip to her home island in August 2018.  

Maggie has opted to share with us some less-common images from around the island - no inn, 

studios, bright red stages - because sheôs very passionate about the fact that there is so much 

more to see than the typical images that are used in the current marketing. She is currently 

working on an online portfolio, but for the time being you can find more of Maggie's 

photographs at www.instagram.com/_maggiejane. 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00243841
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00243841/73/1
https://www.academia.edu/25982635/The_Bayso_People_of_Giddiccho_Island_Southern_Ethiopia._An_Ethnographic_Sketch
https://www.academia.edu/25982635/The_Bayso_People_of_Giddiccho_Island_Southern_Ethiopia._An_Ethnographic_Sketch
http://hdl.handle.net/11707/4166
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/statcom_08_events/special%20events/population_census/docs/presentation%20at%20Stat%20Com-UN%20Samia1.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/statcom_08_events/special%20events/population_census/docs/presentation%20at%20Stat%20Com-UN%20Samia1.pdf
http://www.instagram.com/_maggiejane
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Al lan Keefe's stage, Tilting 

 

 

Golden hour at Reardon House, Sandy Cove 
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Golden hour on the Fogo Head Trail, Town of Fogo 

 

 

Hand carved scalloped shingles of Brett House, Joe Batt's Arm  
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 Castello a Mare: The Venetian Sea Fortress of 

Heraklion 
This photo essay is by Evangelia Papoutsaki, a native of Crete and former inhabitant of 

Heraklion. This was her first visit to the interior of the fortress since she departed Crete over 30 

years ago. The experience brought her a new level of appreciation for the islandôs past and its 

strong Venetian history. papoutsaki@yahoo.co.uk 

 

You will often find Irakliotes strolling by their cityôs harbour or sipping their coffee at the 

café by the Yacht Marina watching over Koules, the old Venetian Fortress that has been part of 

the cityôs sea front landscape for centuries. Whilst most of the cityôs inhabitants are aware of the 

cityôs Venetian past, they just see it as one of the many layers of the islandôs occupied history, 

preceded by the Iberian Arabs and the Byzantines and taken over by the Ottomans before it became 

part of independent Greece in 1913.  

 

 

Photo by Evangelia Papoutsaki 

 

mailto:papoutsaki@yahoo.co.uk
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The Venetian influence is still visible on this Mediterranean island that was an 

administrative (signoria) district, known as Regno di Candia, of the Venetian Republic (La 

Serenissima) for nearly half a millennium (1211-1669). The current structure of Heraklionôs 

Castelo a Mare (sea fortress) or Rocca a Mare (Sea-Rock) dates back to the 15th century. Under 

the Venetian rule, the city of Candia was reputed to be the best fortified city of the Eastern 

Mediterranean, the seat of the Duke of Candia, and the emporium and transit port for the Venetian 

merchant galleys sailing to the Levant (know at the time as became óthe other ñVenice of the Eastô). 

Its main exports were wine, olive oil, raisins, cheese, honey, beeswax, silk, cotton and salt, which 

was a Venetian monopoly.  

  

 

Photo: Evangelia Papoutsaki 

 

The numerous emblems of Venice, the coats of arms and inscriptions were embedded on 

the fortressô walls during their construction.  Above you can see the north-west facing entry to the 

Fortress with its St Mark Lion relief, the symbol of the Venetian Republic and present-day city of 

Venice. Over the years, Koules has become a symbol or rather a trademark for the capital city of 
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Heraklion. The winged lion of St Mark, defying the passage of time and sea erosion, stands 

formidably over the three gates of the fortress on marble relief plaques, a reminder of the passage 

of a once commanding maritime Mediterranean power. 

 

 

          

Photos: Evangelia Papoutsaki 

    
 

Top: the main entrance to the Fortress. Middle/Bottom: views from around the fortress. 

Today, the fortress is known as Koules (from the Turkish óSu Koulesiô/ by the sea).  
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Photos: Evangelia Papoutsaki ï the fortress from the north mole with one of its three main 

entrances marked by Veniceôs symbol of St Markôs Lion. The Venetian harbour also contains the 

Venetian Arsenals or shipyards, where ships were repaired. 
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Photo: Evangelia Papoutsaki ï The view from the top of the fortress. The old Venetian mole 

extends right at the end of the old port and into the new city port, a popular promenade for the 

cityôs inhabitants who are seen here strolling over the weekend (known as the ñbypass promenadeò 

for those who exercise after having a heart operation). At the back you can see the uninhabited 

island of Dia used mostly by fishers these days (ñRabbit islandò as it was known in Venetian times 

and from where the defeated fleet with Venetian aristocracy on board, fled to Venice after Candia 

fell to the Ottomans in 1669). The island of Dia also provided much of the limestone needed for 

the construction of the Fortress.  
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Photos: Evangelia Papoutsaki ï visuals from the interior of the fortress.  The fortress is in the shape of a square and 

has two levels. Ground level walls are 8.7m thick. The roof of the ground floor is vaulted with large air vents. 
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Photos: Evangelia Papoutsaki ï Today the port hosts the cityôs marina and provides anchor for 

small fishing boats. The Marina café, a popular summer destination for Irakliotes and visitors alike, 

provides views of the Venetian castle. This is where the cross is thrown into the sea for the blessing 

of the waters during the celebration of the Epiphany and where fishers still bring their dayôs catch 

to port. 

 

 

Photo: Evangelia Papoutsaki ï Wintery Koules from the cityôs north coast road. 
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Photo: Evangelia Papoutsaki ï A night view of the Fortress. 
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Photo: Evangelia Papoutsaki - Post-war modernization and unruly urbanization brought 

their destructive intervention to this part of the city. Having survived for centuries, the 

opening of the coastal road in Heraklion meant demolishing much of the Venetian harbour, 

including the Little Koules and the Byzantine Harbour Gate. Unlike the Venetian port of 

Chania, the Neoria, the old harbourôs storage and arsenal buildings (seen here at the centre 

of the photo), are now cut off from Koules by the road that serves the needs of the cityôs 

inhabitants, but has compromised the historic and aesthetic integrity of the old harbour.  

 

      

Photos: Evangelia Papoutsaki. The light houses of the other Venetian Ports of Crete 

(Chania on the Left and Rethymnon on the right Right) 

Sources 

Ruthi Gertwagen (1988) The Venetian port of Candia, Crete (1299ï1363): Construction and 

maintenance, Mediterranean Historical Review, 3:1, 141-158.  

http://web.princeton.edu/sites/ArtandArchaeology/crete/ 

http://web.princeton.edu/sites/ArtandArchaeology/crete/images/furtherReading.pdf  

http://koules.efah.gr/koules/Page?name=index&lang=en  

 

http://web.princeton.edu/sites/ArtandArchaeology/crete/
http://web.princeton.edu/sites/ArtandArchaeology/crete/images/furtherReading.pdf
http://koules.efah.gr/koules/Page?name=index&lang=en
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Photo: Evangelia Papoutsaki 
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Upcoming Session 

 
Small islandsô tourism: Socio-environmental Challenges and Conflicts 

EUGEO Congress May 15th-18th Galway, Ireland. 

 

You can find more information at: 

https://www.eugeo2019.eu/list-of-proposed-themed-sessions 

 

STEFANO MALATESTA 

 

 

 
Island Studies Journal (ISSN: 1715-2593) was set up in 2006 as a 

freely downloadable, peer reviewed, scholarly and inter-

disciplinary journal dedicated to the study of islands and island life.  

 

ISJ is institutionally housed at the Institute of Island Studies, 

University of Prince Edward Island, 

Canada:  www.islandstudies.com   

 

ISJ is, since June 2012, the official journal of ISISA and, since 

2013, the official journal of RETI (the network of island 

universities). 
 

Manuscripts to be considered for publication are welcome at: 

isj@upei.ca  Website: www.islandstudies.ca/journal 

. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eugeo2019.eu/list-of-proposed-themed-sessions
http://www.islandstudies.com/
mailto:isj@upei.ca
http://www.islandstudies.ca/journal
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Building Blocks for the 

Rise of a New Creative 

Class in Curacao  
The local government promotes possibilities for creation 

of smart nation Curacao and its potential to become an 

attractive destination for digital nomads. This group 

travels the world seeking nice destinations.  Most digital 

nomads have some kind of place that they call home, 

which is usually where their family or childhood friends 

are located, but they wouldn't spend more than a few 

months a year there. Curacao can now become part of their wish list. An impulse in cities caused 

by óThe New Urban Crisisô (Richard Florida) leads to tourists and city dwellers seeking comfort 

in the outskirts, sometimes in remote locations. Curacao is becoming a prefered destination in the 

Caribbean for the tourist, but it is not discovered yet by a big portion of city-dwellers. These try to 

avoid the structural problems of cities, like traffic congestion, increasing inequality, class wars, 

deepening segregation, failing middle class and turmoil. Sâo Paulo, Brazil has now become the 

19th city with a nonstop flight to Curacao. This strengthen the efforts of Curacao becoming a hub 

between America and Europe. Through these 19 cities, passengers can make connections to other 

cities, islands and metropoles.  

What is the difference between now and past endeavours? Thanks to its airline connections, 

Curacao is now linked to the urban fabric of big cities. But how can the potential of these 

relationships be put to better use for the economic development of the island? Change always 

begins with people. Blessed by technological developments based upon the knowledge economy, 

Curacao can become a virtual hot spot in the Caribbean, inducing innovations of the digital 
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revolution. Incoming city-dwellers moving into the island can create a new creative class (Richard 

Florida). At the same time, these city-dwellers will enjoy the benefits of a tranquil environment, 

but with acceptable living standards. To mention a few amenities: the availability of continuous 

sunshine all year long, white sand beaches, relatively warm seawaters for swimming, good food 

and living a healthy life. The challenge remains, how this creative class will blend in with already 

existing classes in Curacao. The creative class is made up of workers in occupations spanning 

computer science and mathematics; architecture and engineering; the life, physical, and social 

sciences; the arts, design, music, entertainment, sports, and media; management, business; and 

finance; and law, health care, education, and training. The signs of such are already visible. The 

infrastructure and procurement of the existing old economy, should be drastically adjusted to the 

requirements and standards of the new economy to make effective trade and interconnections 

possible. 

Sharnon Isenia, Willemstad Curacao 

 

 

 

 

The Accidental Island Studies Student 

 
I remember the moment clearly. I was driving to 

work, just minding my own business, when this man from 

the University of Prince Edward Island began talking on 

the radio about a new program related to the Master of 

Arts in Island Studies. As it ends up, the man was none 

other than Jim Randall, PhD, program coordinator. Being 

an Islander, I was aware of the Institute of Island Studies, 

of course, but just barely. As I drove, though, I began to 

listen closer. What exactly was this about? Tourism? On 

islands? As a freelance wordsmith, I had done a fair bit of 

tourism-related writing about our fair isle over the years so 

that caught my attention. Indeed, Dr. Randall was being 

interviewed about the Island Tourism specialization being 

introduced in Fall 2018. Interesting interview - but not for 

me, obviously. 

 

My university career didnôt start until I was in my 30s. When I graduated with a Bachelor 

of Public Relations degree in 1996, I scored a good job and figured that was as much schooling 

as I would ever need. And it was! I had a very good career as a communications advisor, 

consultation officer, researcher and, ultimately, writer. In fact, at the time I heard that radio 

interview, I was within months of retirement from that very good career. I was queueing up for 

more free time, ramping up my writing business and generally enjoying life as a retiree. 
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Nevertheless, I listened to the interview until the very end - and found out there would be an 

information session about this new program the very next day. By the time I got out of my car, I 

was thinking about it. By the time I got to my desk, I had decided to attend the info session. It 

wouldnôt hurt, I reasoned, though I had no intention of ever returning to university. At the 

session. 

 

Jim spoke about the Island Tourism stream and how it would fit with the existing 

Masters program, touched on the requirements, and explained the benefits. It all sounded 

intriguing - but not for me, obviously. At dinner, when my husband and 14-year-old daughter 

asked about my day, I told them about the information session and how fascinating the program 

would be for anyone interested in getting a Masters degree. Immediately, they both turned to me 

and said: ñSo, are you going to do it?ò ñNo,ò I replied emphatically, ñIôm not going to 

university!ò At which point, they both insisted that I should at least think about it. Think about it 

I did. And the rest, as they say, is history. 

 

I emailed Jim the very next day to find out how I would apply. I had two former 

employers write letters of recommendation. I wrote about why I thought I was suited to the 

program. And, before I could fully comprehend what I was doing, I was registered. Just like that. 

How exciting!  

 

An unexpected opportunity for this least-likely student to kick off my retirement years. 

I have to be honest, as time resolutely marched through spring and summer and approached fall, 

the excitement faded to terror and an ominous sense of: ñOMG, what have I done? I canôt go to 

university. With more than a 20-year break, I have no idea how to study anymore. Yada, yada, 

yada!ò Fortunately, I ignored that inner doubter and here I am today. 

 

Only one term in, I know this has been a brilliant 

decision! I am intrigued, I am challenged, I am motivated, 

and I am rewarded. I have made great friends and have 

amazing professors. And Iôm absolutely amazed at how 

much there is to learn about islands in general - and tourism 

on islands in particular. One day this fall, as my 56-year-old 

body strutted across campus with my Converse, Leviôs, and 

backpack - and with my cell hanging out of my back pocket - 

it really struck me that UPEI is where I belong. Iôm sure real retirement is a great opportunity ð 

but not for me, obviously: Iôm an Island Studies student - and loving it. 

 

LOUISE CAMPBELL 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE AROUND NEW 

PROVIDENCE ISLAND DUE TO HURRICANE 

IRMA  

 

The Bahamas are frequently exposed to hurricanes that have catastrophic impact on the 

inhabitants, the ecosystem and on the economy that is mainly based on tourism. I conducted an 

experimental survey in the near-shore region of Providence Island (Bahamas) and observed shortly 

after hurricane Irma in 2017 significant changes in the environment that were indicated by salinity 

changes in the near-shore regions. Prior to Irma, the observations revealed that the northern salinity 

values were slightly lower compared to the southern part of New Providence, the near-shore water 

indicating the presence of a slight stratification whereas in the southern shore, salinity was very 

much regulated by precipitation.  

 

 
 

Figure: Hurricane Irma on September 2017 showing the position of Irma along the 

Cuban coast with extended impact on the Bahamas as recorded by NOAA-satellite from 9 -10 September 

(A, B, C) and salinity differences due to hurricane Irma. (D): The numbers represent gram of salt changes 

per kilogram of seawater. 
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