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peripherality to centres of decision making, degree of exposure to forces outside of their control
(such as globalisation, climate change and sea level rise), their small open economies, fragile
ecosystems and vulnerablility to natural disasters. These issues were discussed during the
conference and the following recommendations were made:

= that education systems in small islands must have social, cultural, environmental and
economic sustainability and equality of opportunity as major objectives;

= that small islands adopt a strategy of Island Systems Management (ISM) to take into
account the Interactions of all the components such as the various ecosystems,
development plans and available resources to achieve sustainability;

= that ISISA and the stakeholders in small islands promote the use of the Internet and the
World Wide Web as well as more traditional forms of communication to facilitate access to
Information to support the sustainable development of small islands;

= that as a matter of urgency, islands adopt an Integrated Coastal Zone Management
Strategy for the sustainable use of coastal zone resources because the fragile coastal zone
forms such an important ecosystem in delicate equilibrium. These zones include the coral
reefs which must be protected not only for the benefit of tourists but also for their inherent
biological worth which includes their value as habitat for a variety of marine fauna;

= that small islands diversify their economies to reduce their high dependence on one
dominant product or industry, their vulnerability to decisions made off-island and to
maximise islanders' real influence on their own economic development;

= that programmes aimed at both the protection and improvement of biodiversity include
efforts not only to protect all existing flora, fauna and ecosystems in general but also
Improve public awareness of biodiversity;

= that governments make it a priority to promote gender equality in sustainable development
planning to ensure the full use of the human resources of small islands.
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