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Main Topics Organiser Island VI

Even though there are conditions which separate small islands from
each other the "island factor" is present - circumstances which are
unique to islands compared to the mainland (or large islands). Some
characteristics of the "island factor" are remoteness and insularity,
peripherality to centres of decision making, a limited range of natural
resources, specialisation of economies, small markets, narrow skills
base, poor infrastructure, vulnerability to natural disasters, degree of
exposure to forces outside of their control such as climate change and
sea level rise, environmental fragility and often unique but threatened
biological diversity.
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How different islands, through their Government agencies,
university departments, NGOs, voluntary bodies, community
groups, or simply as individual islanders have overcome these
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COMMON PROBLEMS was the general theme for Islands VI.

acc. Call for papers 1999

Newspaper Article

THE SCOTSMAN Tuesday, 17 October 2000 11 -

Regional news

Islands such as Tiree with small populations face simil'a;p oblems, sa?s Michael Scott :

THE OXFORD Dictionary
defines the term “insular” as
“like islanders, esp. ignorant
of or indifferent to other
countries and their culture,
narrow-minded”.

The Sixth World Island Con-
ference, organised in Skye by
International Small Islands
Studies Association, clearly
belies this definition.

Delegates from all fields
and places as diverse as Fiji
and Prince Edward Island, are
attending a week-long event
in Portree. Scientists, aca-

ing economic development,
political organisation and
environmental problems,
amid other subjects.

to islands, but all of them
affect islands with special
intensity.

the same, all share.an acute
sense of their vulnerability
when confronted with politi-
cal, economic and environ»
mental challenges.

How, for example, can these
communities successfully face
intense economic competi-
tion on a world-wide scale,
when their own market is by

demics, local government '
officials and others are debat- .

Although no'twoislands are -

Jean-Didier Hache

nature very limited? Reaching
their outside suppliers or cus-
tomers requires much more.
How can they develop their
industries and sustain their
population without endan-

- 'gering their natural assets and

their cultural heritage?

These issues suggest they
may indeed need the special
consideration for which they
have long campaigned.

Within the UN, for example,
the Small Islands Developing
States (SIDS) lobby campaigns

-through structures such as the

Alliance Of Small Island States.

v ~Created in 1990, AOSIS claims
None of the issues is specific -

close to 20 per cent of UN
membership.
In the EU, the islands are

represented through the Con-
ference of Peripheral Mar-
‘itime Regions, in particular

the Islands Commission. It

resents 25 island authori-
ties, totalling over 13 million
people (3.5 per cent of the EU

. population).

Strenuous lobbying has
paid off in part with the EU
formally recognising the sep-
arate needs of the islands.
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Photo collage: http://WWW.Whisky-distilleries.info/DistiIIeries/TaI_isker_EN

Vital gathering of people
who are far from insular

COMMENTARY

However, these have yet to be
implemented by the Euro-
pean Commission.

In Scotland, the three Island
Councils, Western Isles, Ork-
ney and Shetland, want to
ensure that legislation takes

‘better account of the needs of

remoter communities.

The dividing line between
island representations at
regional, national or interna-
tional levels is increasingly
more blurred. Managing the
airport tax, or the running of
shipping services in the Scot-
tish islands, involves the Scot-
tish or British authorities, as

“well as the European Commis-

sion. Safety regulations for oil
tankers, in the Minch as in the
Straits of Bonifaccio, involve
various national govern-
ments, the European Union
and the International Mar-
itime Organisation.

The Skye conference is part
of this pattern of growing
mutual interest and even sol-
idarity, among some of the
world’s most scattered, iso-
lated and differentiated peo-
ple, who are far from insular.
@ Jean-Didier Hache:is the exec-
utive-secretary for the Confer-
ence of Peripheral Maritime
Region’s Islands Commission.
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Some Facts

Habitat hosted and organised the Islands of the World VI
conference in Skye on behalf of the International Small
Islands Studies Association (ISISA), which attracted 150
delegates from around 40 countries. With financial
support from the Commonwealth Foundation, Department
for International Development, European Commission and
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, participants from as far
afield as Grenada, Madagascar, Papua New Guinea and
St Helena were able to attend and join with others in
giving just over 100 academic papers or presentations
divided into 12 main thematic sessions.

Source: www.globalislands.net
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About the Habitat Scotland

Habitat Scotland, an iIndependent
environmental research charity based on the
Isle of Skye since 1980, was responsible for
putting forward the whole Global Islands
Network (GIN) concept. The origins of GIN
can be traced back to 1994 when Habitat's
Director attended the United Nations Global
Conference on the Sustainable Development
of Small Island Developing States and the
parallel NGO Islands Forum held In
Barbados.

Source: www.globalislands.net

Isle of Skye

Photos by Grant McCall (2010)
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